
Action/Adventure Books for 

5th-6th Graders 
 

J/F/ABE 

Spy Force: Mission Hollywood by Deborah Abela 

Eleven-year-old Max and other Spy Force agents investigate a dark plot involving the movie 

industry as Max, Linden, and an unexpected guest work as extras on her father's latest film. 

 

J/F/AGU 

The Lost Island of Tamarind by Nadia Agular 

Thirteen-year-old Maya, who has spent her life at sea with her marine biologist parents, yearns for 

a normal life, but when a storm washes her parents overboard, life becomes anything but normal 

for Maya, her younger brother and baby sister, as they land at a mysterious, uncharted island filled 

with danger. 

  

J/F/BAR 

Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson 

A reimagining of Peter Pan, with more swashbuckling adventure than before. Peter, an orphan boy, 

and his friend Molly fight off thieves and pirates in order to keep the secret safe away from the 

diabolical Black Stache and his evil associate Mister Grin. 

 

J/F/BOS 

If You're Reading This, It's Too Late by Pseudonymous Bosch 

Cass and Max-Ernest discover the Museum of Magic, unscramble more coded messages, and solve 

new mysteries in their attempt to thwart the Terces Society's ambitions of discovering immortality. 

 

J/F/COL 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 

When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and 

demanding a ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty 

troll. 

 

J/F/FEI 

Vanishing Act by John Feinstein 

Eighth-grade sports reporters Susan Carol and Stevie reunite at the U.S. Open tennis 

championships where they investigate the mysterious disappearance of a top Russian player. 

 

J/F/GOR 

Deeper by Roderick Gordon 

As Will Burrows continues to search for his lost archaeologist father in the strange underground 

world he has discovered, he stumbles across a sinister plot with terrible implications for the world 

above. 

 

J/F/HIG 

Silverfin: A James Bond Adventure by Charles Higson 

This prequel to the adventures of James Bond, 007, introduces us to the young James when he's 

just started boarding school in England and is about to become involved in his first adventure. 

 

J/F/JON 

Emmy and the Home for Troubled Girls by Lynne Jonell 

Ten year-old Emmy wants to be an ordinary girl, but the evil nanny Miss Barmy, now a rat, has 

trapped five of her former charges. When she uses them to steal jewels belonging to Emmy's 

parents, it is up to Emmy, Joe, and their rodent friends to stop her. 

 

J/F/KOR 

The Abduction by Gordon Korman 

Aiden works with the FBI in order to rescue his sister Meg, who was kidnapped. 
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J/F/PHI 

The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg by W.R. Philbrick 

Twelve year-old Homer, a poor but clever orphan, has extraordinary adventures after running away 

from his evil uncle to rescue his brother, who has been sold into service in the Civil War. 

 

J/F/PIN 

The Yggyssey: How Iggy Wondered What Happened to all the Ghosts, Found out Where 

They Went, and Went There by Daniel Pinkwater 

In the mid-1950s, Yggdrasil Birnbaum and her friends, Seamus and Neddie, journey to Old New 

Hackensack, which is on another plane, to try to learn why ghosts are disappearing from the 

Birnbaum's hotel and other Hollywood, California, locations. 

 

J/F/REE 

Starcross: A Stirring Adventure of Spies, Time Travel and Curious Hats by Phillip Reeve 

Young Arthur Mumby, his sister Myrtle, and their mother accept an invitation to take a holiday at 

an up-and-coming resort in the asteroid belt, where they become involved in a dastardly plot 

involving spies, time travel, and mind-altering clothing. 

  

J/F/RIO 

Percy Jackson and the Olympians by Rick Riordan 

This series of five books features young Percy Jackson, half human, half Greek God, as he fights 

mythical beings, conquers fantastic lands and deals with being a human teenager.  

  

J/F/STE 

Beyond the Deepwoods by Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell 

Thirteen year-old Twig, having always looked and felt different from his woodtroll family, learns 

that he is adopted and travels out of his Deepwoods home to find the place where he belongs. Part 

of the Edge Chronicles series.  

   

J/F/THI 

39 Clues: Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan 

The adventure begins when Amy and Dan's beloved aunt dies and reveals that there is a family 

fortune hidden and the first member of the family to find it gets to keep it.  Amy and Dan begin a 

race against time as they travel the world trying to discover all 39 clues before their greedy family 

members. This is the first book in the 39 Clues series. 

  

J/F/TWA/GN 

Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

The classic tale is transformed into a graphic novel with all of the original exploits and adventures.  
 
 

J/F/TWI/GN 

Twisted Journeys: Escape from Pyramid X by Dan Jolley 

In this Choose Your Own Adventure graphic novel, readers explore Egyptian pyramids and discover 

a mummy! 

  

J/F/WOO 

Into the Volcano: A Graphic Novel by Don Wood 

While their parents are away doing research, brothers Duffy and Sumo Pugg go with their cousin, 

Mister Come-and-Go, to Kokalaha Island, where they meet Aunt Lulu and become trapped in an 

erupting volcano. 

 

J/F/YOU 

STORM: The Black Sphere by E.L. Young 

The teenaged geniuses of STORM, a secret organization dedicated to eliminating the world's misery 

through science and technology, head to the Swiss Alps seeking the last of six scientists whose 

Project FIREball is of interest to MI6, the CIA, and an unknown assassin. This is the third 

installment in the thrilling Storm series. 
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